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Significance in New London, 23. 
Connecticut, beginning with 
Union Railroad Station. 


For the present, the NLL-URST, Inc. 
newsletter will appear four times yearly 
and be supplemented with announcements 
for ongoing activities. In each subse- _ 
quent newsletter we plan to feature a 
New London building under the IT'S A 
LANDMARK heading..Any member living in 
a house built previous to 1900 and who 
feels their house is of enough historical 
and architectural merit to appear under 
this heading is welcome to contact us. 
The house would not have to belong to 
the "grand" periods of colonial and 
whaling New London. Victorian houses 
and those associated with the resort 
era of the late 1800's are also of © 
interest. 

THE PRESERVATION WATCH will also 
be a recurring feature. Again, if a 
member feels he or she has an opinion 
worth expressing on any facet of 
preservation in New London, please let 
us know. 

Also, each newsletter will discuss 
an architectural period and which 
buildings in the city belong to this 
period. 

* * * 


Stoddard House. 


- IT'S A LANDMARK - 


In 1848, Charles H., Benjamin F., 
and Allen Beebe sold the lot on the corner 
of Granite (formerly Alms) Street and 
Brainard to Sanford Stoddard. In the 
1850 map of the city a house occupies the 
site. The house may have been erected 
earlier, but it certainly predates 1850, 


- eorresponding with the rapid development 


then occurring throughout New London's 

northwest section. This development was 
spurred by the tremendous wealth brought 
to the city by her whaling fleet. Many © 


_of the residents in the Granite Street 
area were associated with that industry; 


as owners, captains or suppliers to the 
ships. 

sanford Stoddard appears to have 
been a sea captain, perhaps engaged in 
the coastal trade vital to a maritime 
community of that era. In 1857 he sold the 
property to James L. Edgecomb, a master 
carpenter who later set up a shop on 
Brainard Street. Edgecomb in turn sold 
the house to Thomas M. Waller, a promi- 
nent local politician and mayor of the 
city in 168/70. 

This association with politics con- 
tinued after the Downer family, the next 
owners, sold to Ernest E. Rogers distin- 
guished for his service to the city as 
mayor and to the State as treasurer and 
Lieutenant Governor in this century. 

The 2+ story house has a white clap- 
board éxterior on a raised foundation. 
Built in the mid 19th century Italianate 
Style which succeded Greek Revival, the 
Stoddard House is one of the finer of the 
few remaining structures of this period | 
in New London. (THE PRESERVATION WATCH in 
this letter concerns the dubious future 
of this house.) 


* e * 


COLONIAL NEW LONDON by 
Marjorie Searl 


For a city founded in the 1640's New 
London retains a minimal number of Colonial 
buildings. Benedict Arnold's fire during 
the Revolutionary War provides the prime 
reason for this shortage. Private develop 
ment and urban renewal increased the toll. 
Several Colonial structures do remain, 
however; some as lovingly cared-for 
museums, others barely clinging to life 
with their features hidden beneath asphalt 
shingles and tar paper. The following is 

a short intwoduction to Colonial archi- 
tecture in New London. 
% x * 

Style in architectural terms did not 
hold high priority in the settlement years 
with more basic needs to consider and few 
trained architects. "Colonial" refers to 
the very earliest type of structure in 
New London, with more emphasis on basic 
building techniques than on formal embel-— 
lishments of later peridds. 

Coming from a late Medieval society 
as the New England settlers did, New Lone © 
doners' houses showed the influence of _ 
their heritage. The one remaining building 
in New London illustrating this is the : 
Joshua Hempstead House at it Hempstead St. 
Built in 1678, the 24+ story frame residence 
is one of Connecticut's oldest. Elizabethan 
leaded casement windows and a steeply 
pitched roof distinguish the exterior. Like 
its 17th century counterparts the building 
faces south to utilize the full benefit of 
the sun during the winter months. Glass 
was a luxury, resulting in the small win- 
dows in proportion to the surface area 
of the house. Similarly, it was expensive 
to build such a large house at once. The 
Hempstead House began as a 14 story, one 
room house, probably with a chimney at 
one end of the roof. As more money was 
available and the family grew, rooms 
were added. 
| - Maynard's Grocery at 77 Truman St. 
was originally called Shepherd's Tent, 
most likely because of a religious associ- 
ation. Built in 1714, it represents a 
Slightly later Colonial building style. 

The house has changed greatly with the 
years but two original features remain 
identifiable: the steeply pitched roof, 
and the second story Windows set very 
close under the eaves. The steep pitch 
of the roof probably derives from the 
English thatched roof. Thatching was im- 
practical in New England and colonists 
soon learned to roof with sturdier 


materials but retained the old form. Nearby, 


the Huguenot House at the intersection of 


: Truman and Hempstead Sts. displays another 
variety of the Colonial house. Exiled 


Acadian Frenchman probably built the house 
about 1759. Constructed of granite blocks, 
the house has a central chimney, sashed 
windows and a gambrel roof which was popular 
at the time. 

By the middle of the 18th century 
domestic construction had grown more | 
sophisticated. The colonies flourished 
and trade brought the rise of personal 
fortunes. The Shaw Mansion built in 1759 
represents the most highly developed 
Colonial style. A center hall bisects the 
granite residence. The exterior remains 
Simple with the second story windows still 
set close under the eaves but the roof has 
less pitch than earlier. The house fore- 
shadows the Georgian style of the next 
period. 

All buildings were not houses, of 
course. The Old Grist Mill (circa 1650) 
beneath the Gold Star Memorial Bridge 
and the Nathan Hale Schoolhouse (circa 
1741) on Captain's Walk are two of the 
remaining non-residential buildings. | 

"Colonial", then, is a catch-all 
word covering a variety of styles. The . 
austerity of its first period reflects the 
rigorous living conditions in early New 
England and a talent for using new 
materials and integrating them with old 
methods. The simplicity of the Colonial — 
tradition has had a long lasting appeal 
and remained the most popular of American 


architectural forms. 
* x % 


The Connecticut Historical Commission 
has cited NLL-URST, Inc. along with the 
Southeastern Connecticut Arts Council, for 
its efforts while Union Railroad Station 
Trust, Inc. to preserve the railroad 


‘Station. The Commission lauded the two 


organizations for having “persevered in 
an intelligent and effective campaign" 
to save the building, described by the 
Commission as "one of the nation's out-_ 
standing architectural treasures." 


al e *% 


second property, 22 Granite St., was razed 
early this year ostensibly because of a 
erucial need to expand the church parking 
lot although the land has been untouched 
since. Now, St. Sophia's has acquired 24 
Granite St. at the corner of Granite and 
THE PRESERVATION WATCH Brainard.(see IT'S A LANDMARK in this 
letter) 

While the proposed razing of the 
building, for more parking space, will be 
a loss to the city, equally important is 
the attitude of St. Sophia's. One immedi- 
ately questions the necessity for this 
surfeit of parking when the church fully 
utilizes the space only once a week and 
for occasional social events. St. Sophia's © 
regrets it has no funds to invest in re- 
habilitating the building although in the 
space of a year money can be found to 
purchase two buildings and contract for 
their razing. A meeting was requested in 
February to examine the alternatives to 
razZzing the 22 Granite St. property. "No 
thank you" and immediate removal of the 
house was the reply. | 

Although the church is in an urban 
residential area, St. Sophia's ignore 
that such areas remain healthy when they 
have populated buildings and an environ- 
ment minimizing the creation of "dead" 
space, into which church parking lots 
must be categorized. The congregation 
laments the decline of the area but fails 
to see itself as a contributor to that 
decline. But, as one (cont. on next page) 


Too often New Londoners blame their 
Renewal Agency for having ravaged their 
city and destroyed its historic sections 
without considering the role private indi- 
viduals have taken in eroding the — 
nity's link with its rich past. Such . 
structures as "Mt. Vernon" on Huntington — 
St. and the Vinegar House alongside the 
Shaw Mansion have disappeared because of 
private development. Significantly, while 
the Renewal Agency now advocates historic 
rehabilitation, this change cannot be held 
representative of the general public. For 
many of the private owners of historic 
buildings in New London, their property 
remains only a commodity. 

The Granite St. area is one of the 
city's oldest and most appealing neighbor- 
hoods with its wide boulevard and stately 
houses. In the past several years St. 
Sophia's Hellenic Orthodox Church has pur- 
chased three properties in this section, 
and the church's management of these prop- 
erties has been the greatest radicalizing 
factor in the area's changing physical 
character. The first property on Hempstead 
ot. was purchased from the church and moved 
by the owners of the Vauxhall inn. The 
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Membership Application 


‘I enclose my remittance for $ for , _membership(s) in 
New London Landmarks - Union Railroad Station trust, Inc. 


‘NAME: 


_ ADDRESS: 


TELEPHONE: 


Would you be interested in volunteering your services for urgently needed work? 
We need people to conduct tours, to survey existing buildings, fesearch age, 
ownership and former appearance of structures, and more. 


Return form to: NLL-URST, INC. 
141 Blydenburg Ave., New London, CT 06320 


(cont. from previous page) member of St. 


Sophia's board said: "What's so nice about 


Granite ST.?" As with so many New London 
property owners, a substantial number of — 
St. Sophia's congregation live outside 
of the city which perhaps can account ECr 
such a cavalier attitude. 

The current status of the Stoddard 
House is this: although, thanks to the 
efforts of NLL-URST members, persons in- 
verested in buying and restoring the 
house have been found, St. Sophia's insists 
the building must go. The church will, 
however, give the building to anyone who 
wants to move it to another site...which 
is incompatible with maintaining the 
residential character of the street. 

Of course, it is incorrect to blame 
St. Sophia's alone here. There are the. 
original property owners who let their 
buildings go to ruin. There is the City 
of New London itself which must share 
some of the blame for an atmosphere 
which promotes destruction and rejects 
restoration and investing in the city's 
future. The problem is a lack of caring 
all along the line. The major blockade 
now against historic preservation in 
New London, though, remains the private 
property owner whotoo often seems willing 
to throw the city's heritage on the garbage 
heap, tragically not realizing his ow 
loss when he does so. The trend towards 
preservation has begun in New London, but 
only by education of the individual to the 
rapidly diminishing wealth aroundhim - and 
the development of such potential tools 
as historic districts - can the city to 
which too many aspire be prevented: Six 


Square miles of oot 
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ANNUAL MEETING 


NLL-URST will have its annual 
meeting at Lyman Allyn Museum, New 
London on Sunday, December 5 at 3 PM. 
Following the conclusion of regular 
business will be a discussion entitled 
"Preservation Begins At Home". Speakers 
will be Melvin Jetmore of the Housing 
Commission Authority of the City of 
New London; and a representative from 
the Connecticut Housing Investment 
Fund, Inc., an organization which offers 
assistance to families interested in 
moving into Connecticut's cities. 
Refreshments. Members of NLL-URST and 
their friends are welcome. 


5 * fa ee 


Please address any queries or 
suggestions for the NLL-URST newsletter 
to: NLL-URST, Inc. 

141 Blydenburg Ave. 
New London, CT 06520 


* x % 


"The farther backward you can 
look, the farther forward you 
are likely to see." 


Winston Churchill - 
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